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STATUS REPORT - SENATE

• COMMITTEE BILL 12/05/2007
• FLOOR ACTION JUNE 2008
• MANAGER’S AMENDMENT
• GETTING TO 60?
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THE CLIMATE SECURITY ACT

• DECLINING CAP 
• COVERS 87% OF GHG 

EMISSIONS
• STABLIIZE AT 2005 LEVELS BY 

2012
• REDUCE 2005 LEVELS 70% BY 

2050 = 5.7 B TONS > 1.78 B



National 
Rec yc ling 
Coalition, Inc .

COVERED FACILITIES

• MUST SURRENDER AN EMISSION 
ALLOWANCE/TON OF CO2E

• COVERS:
– FACILITY >5,000 TONS/YR OF COAL
– PROCESSOR/IMPORTER OF 

NATURAL GAS OR 
PETROLEUM/COAL-BASED LIQUID 
COMBUSTIBLES

– OTHERS
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ALLOWANCES

• REVENUE SURROGATE FOR 
TARGETED USE

• ESCALATING GOVERNMENT  
AUCTION– 21.5% > 69.5%

• PERMITS TRADING, BANKING, 
BORROWING, OFFSETS, 
INTERNATIONAL CREDITS
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RECYCLING’S ROLE

• CARPER AMENDMENT
• RECOGNIZE “ RECYCLING 

PROJECTS”  AS OFFSETS
• ALLOCATE ALLOWANCES TO 

RECYCLING
• INCLUDE GHG IMPACTS OF 

RECYCLING IN NSF STUDY
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COMMITTEE ACTION

• STRONG VOCAL SUPPORT, 
EVEN BY MINORITY

• ENVIRONMENTALISTS 
OPPOSED OFFSET LANGUAGE

• 5% OF STATE ALLOWANCES 
(0.5% OF ALL ALLOWANCES) 
TARGETED FOR RECYCLING 
INITIATIVES
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HOUSE ACTION

• E&C COMMITTEE AND 
ENERGY SUB-COMMITTEE

• CONSERVATIVE MANAGERS
• EXPECT BILL SOON?
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NRC INITIATIVE

• EDUCATE
• BUILD CONSENSUS
• ADVOCACY
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EDUCATE

• RECYCLING REDUCES US 
CARBON FOOTPRINT BY 4%

• MSW RECYCLING ALONE = 
180 MMT CO2E = 2.5%

• DOUBLING MSW RECYLING 
RATE AVOIDS 350 MMT CO2E 
OR 5-6% OF US GHG
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EDUCATE

• VALUATION OF RECYCLING = 
IMPACT ON EMISSIONS

• FAIR SHARE OF TARGETED 
ALLOWANCES

• VIABILITY OF OFFSETS?  
TECHNICAL AND POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS
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BUILD CONSENSUS

• OFFSETS & ALLOWANCES
• DOMESTIC DEMAND
• TARGETED INVESTMENTS
• STANDARD PROTOCOLS
• NEED FOR “ RECYCLING”  

TITLE
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ADVOCACY

• SENATE MANAGER’S 
AMENDMENT

• HOUSE BILL
• NEXT YEAR?
• ROLE OF NEW 

ADMINISTRATION?
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CONTACT INFORMATION

ED SKERNOLIS
eskernolis@nrc-recycle.org
202-789-1430, x-18
National Recycling Coalition
805 15th Street, NW
Washington DC 20005


