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� Recognize that the waste industry can and should be 
involved in removing sharps from the solid waste 
stream.

� Introduce you to the existing law in NY for safe needle 
disposal

� Help you identify what would be the “next step” for 
New York to remove needles from MSW.
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� 6 �+� 7 �

Millions of individuals with ser ious health conditions manage their  care at 
home.  For  example, people with diabetes use syr inges and needles to inject 
their  own insulin, and lancets to test their  blood glucose every day.  

These syr inges, needles and lancets are called “ household sharps.”  
Household sharps must be proper ly contained and discarded to protect 
trash handlers and waste treatment workers against disease or  injury.  
Careful disposal also prevents re-use of syr inges that can transit HIV, or  
hepatitis B or  C.  In NY state, all hospitals and nursing homes MUST 
ACCEPT household sharps.  Contact local hospitals and nursing homes 
for  days and hours of acceptance, location of sharps collection sites and 
type of containers that will be accepted. 

New York State law allows disposal of household sharps with household 
trash.  Local laws, may prohibit this.  Consult your  local public works 
depar tment, sanitation depar tment or  trash collector  for  information 
about laws that apply in your  area.
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� 
 � � � 	� 
	� � � � F	� � � � 
 � �		7>� � � � � � 	$* 	
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� � 7 �� � � �� � � ��� �� � �� � � �� � �� �� � 7 �6 � 
 2

� Introduce NY to existing legislation and help identify 
appropriate language for NY

� Work with NY legislation to support needle disposal 
changes (testify, inform, correspond, etc.)

� Help educate the public and develop educational and 
informational materials

� Encourage reimbursement at Federal Level

� ; � � � �� � � 	� 

� � � � 	� �� 
 	1� , 	
� � 	� 	� 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � �� ���� � 	
� � � � � � � 
 	� � 	� � � 	
� � 	� � � � �� 	� �� � � � � �	� � � � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� 
 � 	
� �� �
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 � � �� � �� � � � �� �� �� � � � � �

� � � � � " � )

E� � � � 	� � 
 � � � � � 	
F) ) �3! � � � 3! � 	

�� � 
 � � � � � L � � 
� � � � � �� � �� � � � � ��� � �


