The Bottle Bill at 25

Time for an Update!



NY’s Bottle Bill — A Success Story

dim—
Average 74% return rate

Over 90 billion bottles and cans redeemed
More than 6 billion tons of MGP recycled
Cleaner communities — 30% less litter
Savings for municipalities

New job creation

Charities



Benefits for recycling industry
S

Generates highly desirable materials for
companies that use recycled materials — glass,
plastic, aluminum

Materials recovered through the Bottle Bill are

cleaner, higher quality, and usually command a
higher market price

Manufacturers can dramatically reduce their
energy use by using recycled feedstock



Examples of energy savings
-

ENERGY REQUIRED TO MAKE PACKAGING MATERIALS
In BTUs per gram of material, ordered from lowest to highest energy demands.

Recycled Glass D
Virgin Glass I:l

Recycled Aluminum I:l

Recycled HDPE :|

Virgin Aluminum

Source: Daniel ImHoff, Relative Production Energy Chart, Alliance for Environmental Innovation, 2001,




Times they are a-changing...
S

Current bottle law only covers carbonated
drinks — soda, sparkling water, beer, malt
beverages, and wine coolers

Today, bottled water and other non-carbonated
beverages comprise 27% of the market — and
sales are growing



Non-carbonated drinks will soon
surpass soda in sales

Figure 1. Non-alcoholic beverage sales,
1997-2005, with projections to 2010
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{a) Carbonated soft drinks and domestic sparkling water. (b) Sports
drinks, fruit beverages, ready-to-drink tea, energy drinks, and bottled
water. Projections are conservative, based on declining (rather than
increasing) growth rates for flavored non-carbs, and on slowly
increasing (rather than flat) soda sales.

© Conrainer Recycling Institute, 2007




Non-carbonated drinks already
surpass soda in the litter stream




Litter surveys — Scenic Hudson &
American Littoral Society (2002)

2/3 of the bottles and
cans littering NY’s
shorelines are non-
deposit containers

Bottles and cans make
up more than 20% of
litter by volume




Nothing brings 'em back like a
deposit
-

Curbside programs are not as effective at
capturing single-serve beverages

Roughly 80% of bottles and cans with a
deposit get recycled in New York — vs. only
20% without a deposit

Nationwide — states with both bottle bills and
curbside programs have 2 % times the
recycling rate as states with only curbside



Onondaga County RRA Waste
Characterization Study (1998)

Plastic Bottles

Water Bottle

Soda Bottle

Percent Recycled

16 %

77 04

0

Percent Trashed

84 %

13 %

Alnuminum Cans

Juice Beer or Soda
Percent Recycled 13 % 83 %
Percent Trashed 87 %o 17 %%

Glass Bottles

Iced Teas/Sport Drinks

Beer or Soda

Percent Recycled

31 %

95 %

Percent Trashed

69 %

5 %




Water, water everywhere
-

More than 3.8 billion containers of non-
carbonated beverages were sold in New York
In 2005

Nearly 2/3 of these containers were plastic
water bottles

If we recycled just 70% of the plastic bottles
not covered under the bottle bill, we would
save almost 600,000 barrels of crude oil and
20,000 tons of greenhouse gases a year



Still a success, 25 years later...

The Bottle Bill has made our communities
cleaner and healthier

The Bottle Bill is New York’s most effective
recycling and litter control program

We need to update the Bottle Bill to increase
recycling and prevent litter



Bigger Better Bottle Bill Campaign
S



Major provisions of the bill
.

Adds non-carbonated beverages to program,
except for wine, liquor, dairy products, etc. —
covering an estimated 3.8 billion additional
containers a year

Requires beverage companies to transfer
unclaimed deposits to the State Environmental
Protection Fund (EPF) — estimated at over
$180 million a year



Additional provisions
-

Increases handling fee from 2¢ to 3.5¢
Lower redemption requirements for NYC stores

Creates a Beverage Container Assistance
Program in the EPF for nonprofits and
municipalities



Advocates for and against the
Bigger Better Bottle Bill

SUPPORTERS: OPPONENTS:
Community groups Beer companies
Youth groups Soda companies
Municipal recyclers Water companies
Farmers Grocery stores
Environmentalists Convenience stores
Charities

Local governments



Legislative history
S

2002 — AG Spitzer calls for updated bottle bill;
Assemblyman Tom DiNapoli and Senator Ken
LaValle introduce legislation; groups launch BBBB
campaign

2003 — Assembly hearings

2005 & 2006 — Assembly passes bill; no action in the
Senate

2007 — Governor Spitzer includes the BBBB in his
proposed state budget, but Senate blocks it



Next steps on BBBB this session
S

Assemblyman Bob Sweeney has introduced
the Governor’s Program Bill (A.8044)

Senator LaValle reintroduced BBBB (S.3434)

Senator Marcellino has introduced a hill that
just expands the bottle bill (S.5443)



Take Action!
N

Only seven weeks to go before session ends
on June 22nd

Urge Assembly to pass A. 8044

Urge Senator Marcellino to fulfill his promise to
work on updating the bottle bill post-budget

Write a letter to the editor urging lawmakers to
pass the Bigger Better Bottle Bill



Conclusion
o

We all share responsibility for keeping our
communities clean and healthy

The bottle bill has been NY’s most effective
recycling and litter prevention program

Every year that state lawmakers fail to update
the bottle law, more than 2 billion bottles and
cans end up in the trash or littering our state



For more information

For a copy of this presentation, e-malill
Lhaight@nypirg.orqg or call 518-436-0876

Useful websites:
www.nypirg.org/enviro/bottlebill/
www.bottlebill.org
www.dec.state.ny.us




