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Where does 
it all start?
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•Clearly communicate your intentions to recycle the latex paint
in your Request for Proposal.

•Develop a protocol to separate “ good”  and “ bad”  latex.

•Communicate with the vendor before and during the event.

•Find out from the paint vendor what their requirements 
are and any testing protocol that they require.

•Plan for the distribution of the final paint-- not-for-
profits, government agencies, graffiti busters, etc.

Keys to success before you start:
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Key Elements to the Paint Protocol:

• Scan label on can to determine if it is an interior and/or 
exterior latex paint.

• Open can, check color and appearance (exclude bright 
colors, reds, oranges and yellows, frozen and solidified 
paints, and other unknowns). Pay attention to odor.

• Acceptable paints should be poured through window 
screening to remove paint skins and foreign matter. 
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Let the paint 
roll in!
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And 
does it 
come in!
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And In…
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Once collected 
the paint must 
be poured off 
and separated 
based on the 
protocol 
developed.
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Pouring off
the paint is 
labor 
intensive but 
is imperative. 
The paint 
must be 
contaminate-
free to be 
recycled.
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Next Steps:

· Have the paint tested per 
your vendor’s requirements.

•Transport paint to vendor 
for processing.

•Identify who will be 
given the paint.
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Recycling the paint

The paint is bulked and blended…
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…gravity 
fed and 
poured into 
5 gallon 
buckets for 
distribution.
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A final sample is 
drawn to verify 
color.
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The 
buckets 
are filled 
and made 
ready for 
distribution.
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Distribution:
OCRRA donates the paint to 
not-for-profit groups and other 
governmental agencies.
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The paint in turn is used 
by these groups to paint 
community centers, for 
housing rehabilitation,  
covering graffiti, along 
with other programs in 
the community.
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OCRRA has 
recycled over 
45,000 gallons of 
paint since the 
program started in 
1991.

What started here…

…ends up 
helping here.
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Thank You
Jeff Cooper

Onondaga County 
Resource Recovery 
Agency

Jcooper@OCRRA.org


